
SMART 

HEATING
pays off

Heating and cooling is the largest energy 

expense for most homes, accounting for 

over 50% of energy use.  

Taking easy, energy-efficient steps to 

keep the heat in can help reduce energy 

use, costs and shivers during the chilly 

winter months. 
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With Energy-Efficient Heating Tips

STAY WARM
this winter

For more energy-efficient heating tips 

and information, visit

energizeefficiently.coop
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FILTERS: Check and clean furnace 

filters once a month, and replace 

regularly.

SOLAR HEAT: Keep curtains and 

blinds open during the day to let 

sunlight in.

VENTILATION: Ensure air vents are 

open and keep the areas around 

baseboard heaters and radiators clear.

AIR LEAKS & INSULATION: Up to 25% 

of warm air is lost through small cracks 

and holes! Seal air leaks in ducts, walls, 

windows and doors, and close fireplace 

dampers when not in use. A home    

energy auditor can help identify air 

leaks and insulation needs. 

FANS: Run ceiling fans in the clockwise 

direction to help push warm air down. 

RADIATOR REFLECTORS: Put heat-

resistant radiator reflectors between 

your external walls and radiators.

THERMOSTATS: Set your thermostat 

to 68 degrees when you are awake and 

at home; lower while you are asleep or 

away. Using a programmable thermostat 

allows flexibility and adds convenience, as 

temperatures will automatically return to 

normal before you wake or return home.

Visit energizeefficiently.coop for more information.

Proper installation, maintenance and operation of 

your heating equipment maximizes energy efficiency 

and extends the life of your heating system. 

For additional ways to help warm up your home and 

save energy, try the simple tips listed below.

TIME TO

UPGRADE?

 a GuiDe to

HEATING YOUR HOME
 the enerGy-effiCient way

If you have equipment that is more than 10 years old, have tried different energy-efficient tips and still cannot keep your home at 

a comfortable temperature, it may be time to replace your heating system with a newer, high-efficiency ENERGY STAR® qualified 

model. Ensure that all equipment is installed correctly, as improper installation can reduce system efficiency up to 30%, cost you 

more on utility bills, and potentially shorten the life of your equipment.

MAINTENANCE: Schedule 

annual equipment checkups with 

a professional technician.

LANDSCAPING: Plant trees and 

shrubs around your home to 

deflect cold winds.


