
THE POWER OF  
BEING INFORMED

Appliances and electronics can 
account for a significant amount 
of energy use in households. To 
increase efficiency and lower 
energy costs, it’s important to 
know the amount of energy your 
home uses and how.
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LEARN MORE 
and find more energy-saving tips at

energizeefficiently.coop
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ENERGY STAR®

ENERGY USAGE
Appliances & Electronics

KNOW YOUR



CLOTHES DRYER 
used an hour a day
500 watts = $22/year

40" LED HD TELEVISION
used three hours a day
130 watts = $17/year

CEILING FAN
used eight hours a day
75 watts = $26/year

KNOWLEDGE 
BY NUMBER
Here are a few examples of the energy cost of 
commonly used household items.

Appliances and electronics are labeled by 
wattage, while your energy bills list cost  
by kilowatt-hours (kWh). Converting watts  
to kilowatt-hours is easy and helps you 
determine exactly how much energy your 
individual items are using annually.

ENERGY STAR®–certified products 
feature advanced technologies that 
typically use 20–30% less energy than 
standard models and save up to $750 
over the lifetime of the appliance.

Use the EnergyGuide labels to compare 
the annual energy use and operating 
costs of different models. 

SHOPPING TIPS:
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HOW MUCH ARE YOU 
SPENDING?
Let’s determine the annual cost of your 
appliances and electronics. Start by 
finding the wattage of your specific 
appliance, which is typically listed on the 
bottom or back. Then, plug that number 
into the first step of the equation to 
figure out how much it costs to use each 
individual item per year.

kWh PER YEAR

kWh PER YEAR ANNUAL COST

UNDERSTANDING
YOUR HOME’S

ENERGY 
USE

Knowing your home’s energy use 
is the first step toward saving 
money on your energy bills.

Keep in mind there are factors that 
contribute to your overall energy 
usage, such as how efficient your 
appliances and electronics are and 
the amount of time they are used 
in a day.


